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Determination of 13 Cooling Agents in Tobacco Products by Gas
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Abstract: The gas chromatography—mass spectrometry method was established to quantitatively de-
termine 13 cooling agents in tobacco products by investigating several parameters, including the chro-
matographic column, oven—programmed temperature, and cigarette—extraction method. Moreover,
the ratio of mainstream smoke to cigarette for cooling agents was tested. The samples (cut cigarettes
and glass fiber filters containing cigarette mainstream smoke particulate matter) were extracted with
50 mL of methanol for 40 min by shaking. Separation was performed on an HP-INNOWAX column
(30m x0.25 mm i. d. , film thickness 0. 25 wm), and quantitative determination was performed in
selective ion—monitoring mode using the internal standard method. The results show that 13 cooling
agents can be satisfactorily separated within 14 min, and the limits of detection and limits of quantita-
tion ranged from 0. 004-0. 127 pg/mL and 0. 013-0. 425 pg/ml., respectively. Piperitone and N-
[ (ethoxycarbonyl) methyl) -p-menthane—3-carboxamide showed good linearity within the range of
0.90-90 pg/mL, and the remaining 11 target analytes had good linearity within the range of 0. 1-20
peg/mL, with correlation coefficients (7*) of 0.993 9-0.999 9. The recoveries of 13 cooling agents
were in the range of 90. 4%-116% at different spiked levels for real samples, with intra—day (n=5)
and inter—day (n=3) relative standard deviations lower than 6. 6% and 7. 3%, respectively. The de-

veloped method was applied to determine six representative cigarettes, and eight cooling agents were
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detected in real samples. The ratio of mainstream smoke to cigarette for cooling agents was 1. 01%
—18. 14%. With the advantages of several targeted analytes, simple operation, high sensitivity, and
high accuracy, the proposed method is suitable for the analysis of cooling agents in tobacco products
of different brands. This method can provide technical support for product design and development,
blend maintenance, and quality evaluation.

Key words: gas chromatography—mass spectrometry; cooling agents; cigarette; ratio of main-

stream smoke to cigarette
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Table 1 Retention times, qualitative ions, and quantitative ions of targeted analytes and internal standard compounds

Analyte Retention time/min Quantitative ion(m/z) Qualitative ion (m/z)
Menthone GHE il ) 5.93 112 69, 154
Isomenthone (57 77 i) 5.99 112 139, 55
Menthyl acetate ( B2 #407 Fig ) 6.54 95 43, 81
Isopulegol(gﬁﬂ%ﬁf@) 6. 48 81 67, 121
Menthol (£ 2 ) 6.94 71 81, 95
Piperitone (S 45U ) 7.39 82 110, 95
N, 2, 3-Trimethyl-2-isopropylbutamide(WS-23) 8. 16 114 129, 57
N, 2-Diethyl-2-(isopropyl)-3-methylbutyramide (WS-27) 8.38 142 156, 157
Menthyl lactate (LR faf 5 ) 8. 89 83 55, 69
p-Menthane-3, 8—diol (4 #ifiihbe—3, 8- f) 9.38 81 96, 59
N-Ethyl-p-menthane-3-carboxamide (WS-3) 10. 18 100 87, 168
Menthone glycerin acetal ( AT R H I 4 R ) 10. 38 143 171, 69
N-[ (Ethoxycarbonyl ) methyl)-p-menthane-3-carboxamide(WS-5) 13.91 131 90, 55
Acetophenone=D, (Z£ ZHi-D,) 6.98 110 82, 128
2’ 2-Dipyridyl-D (2 2-HEmtIE-D,) 10. 13 164 162, 134
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Fig. I  Chromatograms of the mixed standard solution

1. menthone, 2.isomenthone, 3. menthyl acetate, 4. isopulegol, 5.
menthol, 6. a(:etophenone—l)g( IS1), 7. piperitone, 8. WS-23, 9.

WS-27, 10. menthyl lactate, 11.p-menthane-3, 8-diol, 12.2°2-
dipyridy]—l)x( 1S2), 13. WS-3, 14. menthone glycerin acetal, and

Bl 15. WS-5
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Fig. 2 Extraction solvent optimization results obtained from

real cigarette samples
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Table 2 Linearity ranges, correlation coefficients, limits of detection, and limits of quantification for the targeted analytes

Analyte Linear range ( pg/mL) r LOD /(pg mL™") LOQ /(pg mL™)
Menthone 0.1~20 0.9995 0.012 0. 040
Isomenthone 0.1~20 0.9995 0.012 0. 040
Menthyl acetate 0.1~20 0.999 8 0. 006 0.021
Isopulegol 0.1~20 0.999 9 0.014 0. 046
Menthol 0.1~20 0.9999 0. 006 0.019
Piperitone 0. 90~90 0.999 4 0.110 0. 366
WS-23 0.1~20 0.9977 0. 004 0.013
WS-27 0.1~20 0.997 8 0.017 0. 057
Menthyl lactate 0. 1~20 0.999 2 0. 007 0.022
p-Menthane-3, 8-diol 0.1~20 0.9987 0.014 0. 048
WS-3 0.1~20 0.999 1 0. 006 0.022
Menthone glycerin acetal 0. 1~20 0.998 7 0.012 0.039
WS-5 0. 90~90 0.9939 0.127 0. 425
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Table 3 Method recoveries(%)

Analyte Cigarette spiked concentration Smoke spiked concentration

Low Medium High Low Medium High

Menthone 99.0 98.8 97.9 109 104 101
Isomenthone 106 102 99.0 103 110 104
Menthyl acetate 102 101 99.2 114 105 100
Isopulegol 99. 8 97.5 96.7 97.2 98.2 99. 8
Menthol 94.4 105 96. 6 99.6 102 99.7
Piperitone 95.1 100 92.1 95.9 99.2 99.2
WS-23 101 96.9 95.5 110 109 104
WS-27 92.6 93.5 93.7 104 105 103
Menthyl lactate 104 103 104 115 116 113
p-Menthane-3, 8-diol 94.6 90. 4 91. 4 112 103 104
WS-3 102 103 105 100 104 103
Menthone glycerin acetal 97.6 102 101 112 107 106
WS-5 99.0 99. 5 97.7 106 105 103

Xt 3 T IR L B MU SR R SR s e A T S i, BRE 7 TA A A . 1 RN AL 5 IR
B L BRSO 3 -BOE AT, 4530 H AR 225 82k 3 RSCHH 3] H AR bR fhi 22 . 2521
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RSP oK o
2.5 SEBREmMGI

oy B — P U M P S 7 A SE AR i o TR R S0 AT O S PSR, Xk SR B 6 e M AR S AAH 2 6 4
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AT EHIRATIE R, ST RIS R I

Fd EBRFE O HTER (pg/cig)

Table 4 Results of real sample analysis (pg/cig)

Analyte Sample A Sample B Sample C Sample D Sample E Sample F

Cigarette Smoke Cigarette Smoke Cigarette Smoke Cigarette Smoke Cigarette Smoke Cigarette Smoke

Menthone ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND 45.02 5.37
Isomenthone ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND 20. 15 2.59

Menthyl acetate ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND 198.64  9.25
Menthol 255.15 7.73 47.67 0.91 3.95 0.52  70.03 1. 60 4.53 0.47 3826.82 383.73
Piperitone ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND 35.24 6.39
WS-23 68. 87 0.70 ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND  1998.55 223.96

WS-3 16.51 ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND
Menthone glycerin acetal ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND 148.12  21.63

ND :not detected
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Fig. 3 Typical chromatograms of real samples
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Table 5 Ratio of mainstream smoke to cigarette for cooling agents (%)

Analyte Sample A Sample B Sample C Sample D Sample E Sample F
Menthone / / / / / 11.94
Isomenthone / / / / / 12.87
Menthyl acetate / / / / / 4. 66
Menthol 3.03 1.91 13.23 2.29 10. 44 10. 03
Piperitone / / / / / 18. 14
WS-23 1.01 / / / / 11.21

WS-3 0 / / / / /

Menthone glycerin acetal / / / / / 14. 60

"/" indicates that the cooling agent was not detected in these cigarettes.
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