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Abstract: The adsorption behavior of microplastics (MPs) toward polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons
(PAHs) and their derivatives determines the migration, fate, and combined ecotoxicity in the envi-
ronment. Given that the adsorption selectivity and interaction mechanisms induced by structural dif-
ferences in PAH substituents remain unclear, this study takes polyvinyl chloride (PVC) MPs as the
research object. By combining macroscopic batch adsorption experiments with Fourier transform infra-
red (FTIR) spectroscopy and two—dimensional correlation spectroscopy (2D-COS) , the adsorption
characteristics and molecular interaction mechanisms of PVC toward phenanthrene and its derivatives
were systematically investigated. The results of macroscopic adsorption experiments show that the
substituent structures of PAHs exert a significant effect on the equilibrium adsorption capacity of
PVC. The adsorption process is dominated by chemisorption, and the pseudo—second—order kinetic
model yields the best fitting effect. The adsorption behavior of PVC toward most pollutants conforms
to the Linear model, whereas the Langmuir affinity coefficients of chlorophenanthrene and formyl-
phenanthrene are notably higher, indicating the presence of specific interaction characteristics. Fur-

ther 2D-COS spectral analysis revealed that the dominant mechanism for PVC adsorption of phenan-
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threne was Cl— interactions between the side groups of PVC and aromatic rings. Substituents dynam-
ically regulated the response priority of PVC functional groups through various interactions: methyl
groups slightly adjusted the response sequence of aliphatic segments; aldehyde groups altered the
adsorption pathway by forming C—H**+0=C hydrogen bonds; chlorine atoms prioritized the re-
sponse of C—H bonds via inductive effects and steric hindrance; and nitro groups drove conformation-
al changes in the PVC main chain through strong field effects. This study provides a scientific theoret-
ical basis for the ecological risk assessment of combined PAHs—MPs pollution in aqueous environ-
ments.

Key words: polyvinyl chloride microplastics; phenanthrene and its derivatives; adsorption interac-
tion mechanism; 2D-COS
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Fig. 1 Adsorption trend plots of PVC for PHE and its derivatives
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Fig. 2 Linear fitting plots of pseudo—first—order(A) and pseudo—second—order(B) adsorption kinetic models

of PVC for PHE and its derivatives
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Table 1  Adsorption kinetic fitting parameters

Pseudo—first-order Pseudo—second—order
PAHS Qe/(mg'gfl) K/(mg - (g*h)™) R’ Qe/(mg'gfl) K,/(mg - (g*h)™) R’
PHE 0.5822 0.076 3 0. 983 0. 066 8 7. 86 0.998
PHE-CH, 0.079 3 0. 0306 0. 497 0.1182 6.97 0. 966
PVC PHE-CHO 0.0714 0.078 7 0. 745 0.9029 4.06 0. 996
PHE-CI 0. 0665 0. 059 4 0. 744 0.9116 0. 69 0.997
PHE-NO, 0.046 0 0.0955 0.964 1.4915 19.51 0.999
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Fig. 3 Isothermal adsorption model diagram of PVC for PHE and its derivatives



557 3 FRASE . JET ARSI SR A SR RO S AT A AR LA HIPLR edT 5

% PHE-CH:Ab, H Az 4 FhIERTA DR B S B AF & Linear BEAY , 158 BB /K 73 L& PV C R 3222
MU, (S A2 HoAmAVE T4, Hodt, PHE-NO,{E Linear 8 1) K flf i (22. 24), £WHAEPVC 5
IKAHTEN Y 73 L RE H e o Freundlich BB HE— 4578 1 PVC IZRHILH] : PHE-CHO 1 PHE-C1H#Y 1/n {E
Y140, 24, I B E )R ALY Btk S5AFIHAHE ; — 2 7E Langmuir FE7 p (1) K {EAR &5 (5300 h
400, 200), FEHHEAN]SPVCREFAIERMRIIFERN T, XTRgIETEER . SPURES PVC /o &
J5F-Z )R et g s E . PHE-NO, WM TN HRIR, H Freundlich Y KBS (9. 99) . 1/nfA
$70. 60, FLEFWLFHFFAERH ., {H Langmuir B9 Q, {E[3AK (0. 76 mg/g) , WREA—NO, KM 5 PVC £ 2 8]
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Table 2 Adsorption isotherm model parameters of PVC for PHE and its derivatives

Linear Langmuir Freundlich

PAHs > ) 2

K, R Q. K, R K, 1/n R
PHE 5.19 0.93 1.47 0.20 0.92 6. 30 1. 06 0.93
PHE-CH, 2.74 0.61 1.33 3.09 0.62 2.21 0.92 0.61
PVC PHE-CHO 2.75 0. 81 1. 64 400 0.96 0.38 0.24 0.95
PHE-CI 5.77 0.92 1. 80 200 0. 68 1.53 0.24 0.92
PHE-NO, 22.24 0.97 0.76 17. 82 0.99 9.99 0. 60 0.99
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Fig. 4 FTIR spectra of PVC after adsorption of PHE and its derivatives
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Fig. 6 Synchronous(A) and asynchronous(B) 2D-COS local amplified spectra of PVC adsorbing PHE
(2750~3 250 em ™' vs. 2 750~3 250 cm™) (2 750-3 250 em ™ ws. 2 750-3 250 cm™)
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Fig. 7 Schematic illustration of the microscopic adsorption mechanism of PVC
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Table 3 Response sequence of functional groups during PVC adsorption of PHE derivatives

Position/cm™ Functional group PHE PHE-CH, PHE-CHO PHE-CI PHE-NO,
610 C—ClH iRz 1 1 5 5 2
1090 C—C AR sh 5 4 2 3 1
1246 —CHCl—H C—H 125 Bl 47 3h 2 2 4 4 3
1424 —CH,— ik 5l 3 3 3 2 5
2912 —CHCI— C—H B 45 4R 3h 4 5 1 1 4

the numbers in Table 3 represent the sequential response order of the corresponding functional groups during the adsorption process (£ 3 H1f{%%
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