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Abstract: In natural environments, the complete degradation of biodegradable plastics is often limit-
ed by temperature, humidity, light exposure, microbial communities, and polymer structures. As
a result, biodegradable microplastics may form and accumulate, posing potential ecological risks.
This review summarizes recent advances in the environmental degradation characteristics, enzymatic
conversion mechanisms, and multilevel synergistic degradation systems of biodegradable microplas-
tics. First, the major degradation stages of biodegradable microplastics from surface biodegradation,
polymer depolymerization, release of oligomers and monomers to final mineralization are reviewed.
Analytical techniques, such as Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy, scanning electron microsco-
py, gel permeation chromatography, and chromatography—mass spectrometry, are also summarized
for their applications in degradation process characterization, product identification, and pathway

elucidation. Second, the substrate-specific recognition mechanisms of degradation enzymes are dis-
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cussed, with emphasis on the relationship between chemical bond cleavage and microbial metabo-
lism. The synergistic roles of enzymes, microorganisms, and metabolic networks in the degradation
process are further clarified. Further discussions are held on the effects of plastic crystallinity, mo-
lecular weight, additives, surface properties, as well as environmental factors and microbial com-
munity succession on degradation efficiency and product fate. Finally, it is recommended that future
efforts focus on strengthening in-situ monitoring under real-world conditions, the identification of
trace metabolites, multi-technique analytical approaches, and ecological risk assessments, with the
aim of establishing a more precise system for characterizing degradation processes and conducting
comprehensive evaluations. This review can provide reference for research on the environmental fate
of biodegradable microplastics, the management of ecological risks, and the development of efficient
and controllable degradation technologies.

Key words: biodegradable plastics; microplastics; microbial degradation; degrading enzymes;

degradation mechanisms
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Fig. 1 Biodegradation mechanism and influencing factors of biodegradable microplastics
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Table 1 Sources, substrates, and reaction characteristics of biodegradable microplastics and related polyester

degrading enzymes

Optimum tempera-

Enzyme type  Enzyme name Source strain Target MP Optimum pH Reference

ture/°C
Lipase PLaA Paenibacillus amylolyticus PLA 45~55 10 [31]
Lipase PL Alcaligenes sp. PLA 40 8.5 [32]
PIL1 Pelosinus fermentans DSM—17108 PBAT 50 7.5 [33]
LipA Bacillus subtilis PBAT 37 7.0 [34]
Cutinase The_Cutl Thermobifida cellulosylitica PLA 50 7.0 [35]
The_Cut2 Thermobifida cellulosylitica PLA 50 7.0 [35]




557 W

gk NSRRI BRI R A S B AL R

(831)
. Optimum tempera- .
Enzyme type  Enzyme name Source strain Target MP rure/C Optimum pH Reference
Cut190 Saccharomonospora viridis AHK190 PLA 65~75 6.5~8.0 [36]
FsCut Fusarium solani PBAT, PBS 37~45 7.5 [37]
TfCut Thermobifida fusca PBAT 70 9.0 [38]
AaCut10 Alternaria alternata FB1 PBAT 37 9.0~10 [39]
PETase Ideonella sakaiensis 201-F6 PET 30 7.0 [24]
LCC Leaf-branchcompost metagenome PET 70 8.0 [40]
Esterase RPAIS511 Rhodopseudomonas palustris PLA 55~60 6.5 [41]
PudA Comamonas acidovorans TB=35 PLA 45 6.5 [42]
Chath_Est1 Clostridium hathewayt DSM—-13479 PBAT 37 7.0 [23]
AbEst Alcanivorax borkumesis PBAT 37 6.5 [37]
Est-H Roseateles depolymerans strain TB—87 PBS 30 9.0 [43]
BsEstB Bacillus subtilis PET 40 7.0 [44]
Protease Proteinase K Tritirachium album PLA 45 9.0 [45]
PLAase 3 Amycolatopsis orientalis PLA 50~60 9.5 [46]
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